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Going back in history a bit…..

• In 2010, the Dutch mathematical community decided that it was high 
time to unite in order to speak with one voice and thus act more 
forcefully as a discipline.

• The organisations KWG (Koninklijk Wiskundig Genootschap) and NVvW 
(Nederlandse Vereniging van Wiskundeleraren) joined forces and 
founded the Platform Wiskunde Nederland (PWN)
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PWN has five committees covering the field

• Together with the Board of 
PWN and its director, the 
committees decide on 
activities of PWN

• PWN is financed by NWO 
(Dutch research organisation) 
and the mathematical 
institutes of the universities
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Selected activities: ‘’Vakantiecursus’’
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Deloitte report on economic 
value of mathematics

• Mathematics contributes for up to 
26% of total employment

• The economic contribution of 
mathematics represents around 30% 
of Dutch national income
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Strategic plan for mathematics

• Report with 20 strategic actions for 
mathematics

• Handed over to the minister of Science and 
Education in 2015

• Led to 60 entirely new positions in 
mathematics at Dutch universities 
(‘’sectorplan’’) in 2019
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Mathematics for industry and society

• It is clear that mathematics is extremely important for industry and society 
and, in general, for innovations

• ‘’The Innovation Committee of the Dutch Platform for Mathematics works to 
harness the power of mathematics for tackling challenges in industry and 
society. The committee connects companies, government, research institutes 
and academic mathematics researchers to jointly extend and apply 
mathematics for solving real world problems.’’

• The Innovation Committee created a self-sustaining organization to serve as an 
embassy of Mathematics in The Netherlands. This new organization, called 
Math4NL, will help anyone who is looking to find mathematical experts to help 
with practical problems in business and society. 
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Math4NL – bridging mathematics and society

Take advantage of unused opportunities

Create and maintain network of mathematical researchers 

Extend and maintain network in industry & society

Foster longterm collaboration

Math4NL is matchmaker for mathematics and industrial challenges
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Novel mathematics inspired by industrial challenges

Math4NL: a new initiative – still under construction

Initiated by the Innovation Committee of Platform Wiskunde Nederland 

Supported by 4TU.AMI, NWO and PWN
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What’s in it for you

Mathematical 
researchers

Valorisation opportunities
•

Joint projects with industry
•

Develop cooperation skills

Mathematical 
Departments

Funds for research
•

Valorisation opportunities
• 

Visibility

15

Much expertise on 

national and 

European projects



What do we offer?

Collaborative problem solving

Studygroup Mathematics with Industry

Matchmaking for research projects

Mathematical translation sessions

Inspiration and knowledge sharing

College tour

Math4NL Community Event

Training sessions mathematical translators

This requires a network of mathematical experts collaborating with industry
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Similar organization in the UK

• Started as a result of the Bond report (‘’The 
era of mathematics’’ - 2018)

• Received major EPSRC funding beginning of 
2025: 2.1 million GBP for 4 years

• Annual event last week in Sheffield: great 
vibes, enthusiastic community, ‘’champions’’ 
and ‘’super-champions’’
• TAMiTPM (‘’Today’s Applied Math is Tomorrow’s Pure 

Math)
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Similar organization in the UK

• Started as a result of the Bond report (‘’The 
era of mathematics’’ - 2018)

• Received major EPSRC funding beginning of 
2025: 2.1 million GBP for 4 years

• Annual event last week in Sheffield: great 
vibes, enthusiastic community, ‘’champions’’ 
and ‘’super-champions’’
• TAMiTPM (‘’Today’s Applied Math is Tomorrow’s Pure 

Math)

• The KE Hub has been named Knowledge 
Exchange (KE) Team of the Year 2025 at the 
prestigious KE Awards (27 November)

• Great and motivating example for Math4NL!
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www.math4nl.nl info@math4nl.nl

Join us! How?

As an individual: sign up to join the Math4NL network 
As an organisation: support the members of the network

Please share any questions, feedback, or suggestions with us during the coffee 
breaks or via our website.
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Please fill the forms with the discussion topics, and 
preferably give them to us at the end of the day
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Program today

22


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Going back in history a bit…..
	Slide 5:  PWN has five committees covering the field
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Selected activities: ‘’Vakantiecursus’’
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Deloitte report on economic value of mathematics
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Strategic plan for mathematics
	Slide 12: Mathematics for industry and society
	Slide 13: Math4NL – bridging mathematics and society
	Slide 14: Novel mathematics inspired by industrial challenges
	Slide 15: What’s in it for you
	Slide 16: What do we offer?
	Slide 17: Similar organization in the UK
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Similar organization in the UK
	Slide 20: Join us! How?
	Slide 21: Please fill the forms with the discussion topics, and preferably give them to us at the end of the day
	Slide 22: Program today

